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 Irrigation District irrigatorPrivate irrigator 

Can I Expand?





Capital construction charge

Capital asset charge

4. Can I get a water licence ?

 Irrigation District - Doug Private irrigator - Pat

4. Can I get irrigation acres?

3. Is my land suitable for irrigation? 

1. Cost?

Equipment & installation

Delivery works

2. Access? 



“Is my land irrigable?”

 Landowner must obtain 

land classification  

 Accredited agrologist

 6 Land Classes 

 Class 1-4 irrigable 



Pat – “Can I get a water licence?”

– Alberta Environment & Parks



Pat – “Can I get a water licence?”

May be possible: 

1. New licence 

2. Licence transfer – another licensee

3. Licence amendment – own licence



Oldman Reservoir area

 Pine Coulee Reservoir area

Willow Creek downstream 

 Red Deer River Sub-basin

Yes

Milk River Basin

Oldman River Sub-basin

 Bow River Sub-basin

No

Pat – “Can I apply for a new water licence?”



1. Land classification - suitable for irrigation

2. Ag feasibility report - water per acre

3. Plan – map 

Pat – “What else will I need?”



Irrigation District - Doug – “Can I expand?”

 Apply to district to add irrigation acres

 District must consider:

1. Land is suitable for irrigation

2. District conveyance works capacity

3. Land drainage suitable (if required)

4. District expansion limit acres



Irrigation District – increasing the expansion limit

1. Interest from producers?

2. Change in risk of a water shortage? 

3. Capacity within district’s water licence(s)?

4. Can infrastructure deliver water to more acres?

5. Water saved due to improved efficiency? 

6. What does the future hold?       

Requires plebiscite and approval by district irrigators



Irrigation Districts

1. Current expansion limit

2. Acres available

3. Capital asset charge

4. Possible expansion limit increase?       
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